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National & Local Refugee Relief Efforts for Unacconpanied Children

The Border Kids Relief Project is a nationwide effort to build awareness and supfor organizations
providing relief aid in Texas, California and Newekico. The project includes a clearinghouse oéfeli
efforts across the country and an extensive o@imtesocial media outreach campaign to drive
donations for critical items needed for childrei d&amilies and to recruit volunteers for varioukefe
efforts. The project is spearheaded by the Dolbigsrta Foundation, the League of United Latin
American Citizens (LULAC), Kids in Need of Defen&peak Hispanic Communications, Alliance San
Diego, Family Is Familia, the Catholic Charitiestibé Rio Grande Valley, the Food Bank of the Rio
Grande Valley, DREAMers’ Moms, La Casa Azul Bookstand many others.

Targeted CitiesSan Diego; Brownsville, McAllen and San Juan, Bexand Las Cruces, N.M.
Website:.www.borderkidsrelief.org

LULAC'’s Targeted CitiesDavenport, lowa; Milwaukee; Miami; and Dallas andudton

In addition to the Border Kids Relief Project, LUCAas partnered with Feeding America to drive food
donations. Throughout National Hispanic HeritagenkhaSept. 15—-Oct. 15), LULAC will be hosting
national days of action to raise awareness ane didnations for the humanitarian relief efforts.
Website:www.lulac.org/relief

The#CHCICares campaigris spearheaded by the Congressional Hispanic Caastisite. Short-term
goals of the campaign include changing the dialagoend the children at the border, raising funds,
offering expertise and expressing support to thielien and families in need.
Website:www.chci.org/news/pub/be-a-part-of-the-chcicaresysaign-in-response-to-the-border-
humanitarian-crisis

The Mothers Know That Love Has No Borderscampaign is spearheaded by We Belong Together:
Women for Common Sense Immigration Reform to supmugee mothers and children. This is a
social media and letter writing campaign to coutermessages of hate and fear that threaternveree li
of thousands of women and children. There are otlyrenore than 1,000 women and children in
immigration detention centers, and more are argidaily.
Website:www.webelongtogether.org/letters

The Protect Our Children and Reunite Familiescampaign is spearheadley the National Alliance of
Latin American and Caribbean Communiti€ke four-pronged campaign consists of national edeyp,
local relief actions, collaborations with faith comanities, and sending delegations to Honduras,
Guatemala and El Salvador.

Targeted CitiesLos Angeles, Chicago, Boston, New York and Texas
Website:www.nalacc.org/nalacc-summer-of-action-protectihgelren-across-borders

The Refugee Enrichment and Development (READ) Projeds a nonpartisan humanitarian effort
focused on helping to change the national narrabait the root causes of the crisis, and on hglpin
refugee children from Central America cope withitsguation through reading, playing and praying.
The initiative is spearheaded by the Hispanic ldgatFoundation and its partners Entravision,



Univision, Qlovi, Catholic Charities, Elevare Imtational, First Book and actress America Ferrera. O
July 27, 2014the Hispanic Heritage Foundatited a delegation of humanitarian advocates, inolgdi
Ferrera, to assess the situation at the bordewandwith a shelter in McAllen, Texas. Its curréotus

is on raising funds to make sure children havedosassentials likeoothpaste, shoes and clothing, as
well as comfort items like Spanish-language boblkankets and stuffed animals.
Website:www.hispanicheritage.org/read-project

The Catholic Charities Refugee Relief Projects spearheaded by Catholic Charities agencies @cros
the state of Texas and partners like Joeith Texas Refugee ResparniBkee various agencies are
providing children and families with basic essdstléke clothing, food, water, medicine and toiies,
as well as case management and legal servibesCatholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley émel
Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas have estaaligamily assistance centers at the Sacred Heart
Church in McAllen and the Immaculate Conceptionh@dtal in Brownsville. They are seeing 300
immigrant families per day and are in desperatel mé@olunteers and supplies, includifiganish
Bibles, clothing for women and children, travelestniletries, water, deodorant wipes, toothbrusires
toothpasteServices vary by location.

Targeted CitiesAustin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, El Paso, Galvestdouston, Lubbock, San Antonio
and San Juan

Websiteswww.catholiccharitiesrgv.orgvww.catholiccharities.org/uac
www.txcatholic.org/component/content/article/13ipgl447-unaccompanied-children-refugees

The Migration and Refugee Services (MRSagency, spearheaded by the U.S Conference of @athol
Bishops, is the largest refugee resettlement agenttye world, and is one of only two agencies
authorized by the U.S. Department of State to tlesehaccompanied refugee children. MRS serves as a
leader in the protection of unaccompanied childrgproviding both family reunification services to
children who enter the United States alone withimmigration status and specialized placements in
community-based settings to refugee and immigraiddren with no viable family reunification options
in the United States. MRS has served unaccompahiétten through culturally appropriate programs
nationwide since 1980.

Family Refugee Support CenteFort Worth, Galveston and Houston, Texas; San, Joed.;

Richmond, Va.; Rochester and Syracuse, N.Y.; arahMi

Website:www.usccb.org/mrs

Foster Care for Unaccompanied Refugee and Immigranthildren, spearheaded by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Lutheranigretion and Refugee Service, is federally funded
and state licensed to provide familylike placeméot<hildren. The Unaccompanied Refugee Minor
(URM) foster care program includes a comprehens@tef services and financial supports designed to
assist youth through their transition process éoUhited States. These services are specially geare
toward the needs of foreign-born youth, with a fooua blending their cultural identity with theirme
environment. Services provided include indirecafinial support through the provision of housing,
food, clothing and other necessities; educationppserts; health, mental health and legal services;
intensive case management; cultural and recreatitivities; and mentoring and life skills training.
Foster Care Program Site®hoenix; San Jose and Fullerton, Calif.; WashimgihC.; Denver and
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Miami; Newton and Worcedtéass.; Grand Rapids and Lansing, Mich.;
Jackson, Miss.; Rochester and Syracuse, N.Y.; Fatdn; Philadelphia; Houston and Fort Worth,
Texas; Salt Lake City; Richmond, Va.; and Seattlieé d@&acoma, Wash.
Website:www.usccb.org/about/children-and-migration




Southwest Key which operates thienmigrant Youth Shelters program, is an affiliate of the National
Council of La Raza and has been one of the laggesiders of services to unaccompanied children in
the United States for many years. Its programs wage the development of personal and academic
skills, honor and respect individual cultures amdlitions, and provide humanitarian services in a
nurturing and homelike environment. During the@ystchildren receive crisis stabilization, legatian
medical services, and they attend an on-site, adiitonal, closed K-12 school while awaiting the
resolution of their legal case. The ideal lengtistaly in these shelters is 45 days, as arrangeraents
made to either reunite the youth with relativegiivin the United States or back in their home ¢un
Locations of Unaccompanied Children Shelt€¢endale, Phoenix and Youngtown, Ariz.; El Cajon,
Lemon Grove and Pleasant Hill, Calif.; and BrowiisyiCanultillo, Clint, Conroe, El Paso, Houston,
San Antonio and San Benito, Texas

Website:www.swkey.org/programs/shelters

Legal-Aid Relief Efforts:

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)s a national organization focused on providingacempanied

refugee and immigrant children in the United Statgl pro bono legal services. KIND ensures that
children understand the legal proceedings and tjpmr process, and that sponsors are properly
screened so children do not end up in abusive safarhomes, and it matches children with a pro bono
lawyer. KIND, along with its partner the Global Eufor Children, also helps ensure that children
returning to their countries of origin have acdesthe basic services they need to be safe andesexsi
often the conditions that caused them to leave iretha same. KIND was founded by Angelina Jolie
and the Microsoft Corp.

Field Offices:Baltimore; Boston; Houston; Los Angeles; Newark].NNew York City; and Seattle
Website:www.supportkind.org/en

The Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legl Services (RAICES)is a legal-aid
nonprofit that was founded in 1986 to help Centralericans who were fleeing the civil wars and sbcia
upheavals of El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala acar&gua. RAICES provides children and families
with age-appropriate “know your rights” informatidn order to make room for the more than 900
children in its system, RAICES has had to changeasual mission of helping all immigration
applicants, and now serves adults only in emergsitagtions. Now in its third decade, RAICES has a
dedicated team of attorneys, accredited represesdgadnd legal assistants, in addition to volurgieer
student interns and partnering pro bono attorneys.

Targeted City San Antonio

Website:.www.raicestexas.org

The ProBAR Children’s Project, founded in 2003, is a project of the American Basociation, the
State Bar of Texas and the American Immigration y&nw Association. The focus of the project is to
provide age-appropriate “know your rights” informaait to children, and to assist them with pro bono
legal representation. The ProBAR Children’s Progeotently has a team of 10 attorneys, two Board of
Immigration Appeals—accredited representativeqaé@legals and two full-time volunteers. It serves
more than 1,000 unaccompanied children who arendetat shelters in South Texas.

Targeted CitiesHarlingen and most of South Texas

Website:

www.americanbar.org/groups/public_services/immigrdprojects initiatives/south_texas _pro_bono a
sylum_representation_project_probar/immigrant_childassistanceprojecticap.htmi




Thelmmigrant Children’s Protection Project is spearheaded by the National Immigrant Justice
Center and provides services to unaccompaniedrehildeld in Chicago-area shelters. Members of the
Immigrant Children’s Protection Project visit afltbe facilities on a weekly basis to interview the
children, conduct legal assessments and deliveswkyour rights” presentations, which provide an
overview of the immigration court process. Thistha-ground experience provides the National
Immigrant Justice Center with a unique, in-depttspective on the realities children face when they
enter the United States alone, and on the neexy/demic reforms to ensure that children’s human
rights and due process are not compromised wherettter the complex immigration legal system.
Targeted CitiesChicago and other parts of Illinois
Website:www.immigrantjustice.org/issues/unaccompanied-inramdtchildren

Statewide Efforts:

The Children Seeking Refuge Progranwas launched by Maryland Gov. Martin O’'Malley teeh the
needs of the unaccompanied children entering #te.dlaryland has had more than 2,200
unaccompanied children arrive since January 20vwhich 92 percent are from El Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras. While Maryland does no¢ bhadirect role in the placement of children, the
state is working with the federal government tglslpport efforts to place these children in family
homes and ensure that they are given the due gravadable to them under the law. Gov. O’Malley
has organized a multi-stakeholder task force oltheare providers, legal-aid organizations, edusato
and residential and foster care providers to addtesimmediate and long-term needs of the
unaccompanied children.

Website:www.dhr.state.md.us/blog/?page_id=12148




